The Island News

“The Central Coast’s Island in the Sun”

ST HUBERTS ISLAND RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION INC
PO BOX 247, ETTALONG BEACH 2257
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Website sthubertsisland.nsw.au
Facebook Page: St Huberts Island Residents Association Chit Chat Decem ber
ST H U B E RTS Email: secretary@sthubertsisland.nsw.au 202 5
Get a Full Colour Island News: sthubertsisland.nsw.au/island-news/
P e ™ Friday, 12 December 2025 — RFS Santa Run — around 4.30pm

faue \'*J, Tuesday, 23 December 2025 — Santa on the Water — commencing at 5pm

A

W fée ﬂatz f Sunday, 22 February 2026 — Sunset Sips at Long Arm Park — Look out for the sign at the Bridge closer to date
L ’,,rff’l‘ Thursday, 26 March 2026 — AGM at The Cove, Daley’s Point — Further details in March newsletter

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

Over one hundred residents enjoyed a wonderful afternoon on 2 November for St Huberts Day and Sunset Sips,
and it was especially encouraging to meet some new residents who also took membership of the Association.
Huge congratulations must go to our Events Committee - Brian Ireland, Ron Stapleton, and Wendy Mason - for
making this such a success. Thank you to our major sponsor — Raine and Horne Ettalong Beach, and to Sean
Montague of Empire Bay Cellars for his ongoing support of Association functions. Not to mention our Committee
Member for Membership - Naomi Warren - for manning the Welcome Table with Susan Russell and checking
offfrenewing memberships upon everyone’s arrival. It is rewarding to see so many residents enjoying the
company of their neighbours, the live music of Faded Genes with our very own Lance Rice, wine and cheese
tastings from Empire Bay Cellars and Empire Bay Deli, as well as the wonderful barbecue cooked to perfection by
Brian and Ron. A special mention must also go to our honorary committee helpers — David Mason and Grant
Russell — who are ever willing to provide a hand when required. Congratulations to all those who were lucky to
win in the Raffles, the Trivia Quiz, and the vouchers for new members. Please see the website for photos.

Once again Rod Wenzel’s boat “Doctors Orders” carrying the Brisbane Waters Brass Band will be leading the
annual Christmas Carols Cruise around our island. All boat owners are invited to take part in the following flotilla
as he sails all waterways around the island, playing Christmas Carols. We thank Rod and Virginia for the massive
support of the island community and the Band for their great music. The date is Tuesday, 23 December at 5pm.
Everyone wishing to join in the fun of the flotilla should assemble adjacent to Rod’s pontoon in Marina Cove prior
to 5pm. All are welcome.

| take this opportunity to thank Councillor Jared Wright for his ongoing support of our efforts to improve the
island’s waterways. He has always been available for us and agrees with our efforts to return the island
waterways to their original condition.

| am sure you noticed the radar intermittently operating on Helmsmen Blvd. They are there in response to
concerns expressed by many residents of the excessive speed of some drivers along the boulevard, and reports
are coming in that drivers are slowing down. | am passing on the thank you from the Helmsman Blvd residents.

| was pleasantly surprised at the initiative of a driver approaching the roundabout on Maitland Bay Drive putting
his left turn blinker on giving me plenty of time to enter the roundabout. | am taking up his example and doing the
same to give my island friends the same consideration.

Finally, from my family to yours, | hope everyone on the island has a wonderful Christmas and happy, healthy,
and safe New Year.

Kevin Hill OAM
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FROM THE SECRETARY

With many new residents on the Island, and approaching Summer, it is timely to again cover this topic:
Biting Midge

This class of minuscule flies thrive in coastal habitats and are about the size of a pin head. Biting midges are the
smallest of the blood-sucking flies with an average lifespan of between a few days and several months. The
midge can inflict a bite that swells, blisters, or weeps with clear discharge. A bite can also cause acute discomfort
and irritation and, if scratched excessively and exposed to bacteria, may become infected. In few cases, bites
may trigger an allergic reaction.

Precautions

e Midges are most active during dawn and dusk, so try to stay indoors during these times to reduce the
likelihood of being bitten or wear protective clothing like long-sleeved shirts with collars, trousers, closed-
toed shoes with socks if you go out during this time

¢ Avoid watering plants at sunset, as midges may be lurking under the cool and humid shade of plants

e Use insect repellents: Products containing DEET, picaridin, or oil of lemon eucalyptus can help deter
midges focusing on areas such as your scalp, neck, and ankles. This will ward off midges as well as
mosquitoes, ticks, and other biting bugs

e A product called Surefire Mosquito & Midge Slayer, available from Coastal Rural Traders at Ourimbah,
gives protection to an area when used as directed

e Make sure you have good air circulation indoors; a competent ceiling or pedestal fan will suffice. Midges
dislike the strong breeze and will stay away from it

Effective treatment for midge bites

Clean the area: Gently wash the bite with soap and water

Apply a cold compress: Helps reduce swelling and itchiness

Use anti-itch creams: Eurax cream, Mentholatum rub or calamine lotion can provide relief

Avoid scratching: Prevents infection and further irritation

Antihistamines may reduce itching and manage allergic reactions caused by midge bites. Follow the
recommended dosage and consult a healthcare professional if needed

If you experience any symptoms that may indicate an allergic reaction, call Triple Zero (000).
Margaret Doughman

AROUND THE CANALS

We are working closely with the Council contractor to clear the drainage outlets in the canals. The drains are
disintegrating from lack of maintenance over fifty years, and large chunks of drain material are falling into the
drains causing blockages and difficulties for the dredge. Please see the website for photos.

Alarmingly, in one drain, a large roll of carpet was excavated. There is still around eighteen days left on the
current contract that will allow for all the drains to be addressed. Thereafter, trialling pumping sand back to sea
walls will commence with the use of eco socks to prevent the sand from receding back into the channels.

The Committee has also been working on a Notice of Motion, covering:

Stormwater Culverts & Drains

Returning sand to the sea walls

Jetty, Pontoons, and Walkways: Regulations
Floating Docks

Canal Depths

Boat Ramps

SO OB WN -
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This has now been forwarded to Councillor Jared Wright. As you will see from his report, we are hoping
to finally have a program approved to restore our canals to something like the original conception.

In the meantime, please respect the tenuous condition of the drains and ensure that no foreign matter
escapes into them. The Association will also be requesting Council to reinstate the street sweeping. If
successful we would request that all the boats, caravans and tradies’ vehicles taking space along the verges, be
removed on the scheduled day.

Ron Stapleton - Vice President

FROM COUNCILLOR JARED WRIGHT

In recent months, | have been progressing a significant body of work alongside the St
Huberts Island Residents Association, to look at how we can create a holistic plan to
better manage the canals and the island more broadly. At present, | am working with
Council staff to put the processes in place that would allow Council to work with the St
Huberts Island community to create a 10-year plan of work, that provides costings and a
clear scope of work for things like sand retention and drain management. The plan would
be itemised and clear for the entire community to see over the next 10 years. All going to plan, | am hoping to
bring this to Council in early December.

Looking more broadly across the Central Coast, | have been working on a range of things, from improved parking
measures in suburbs like Gosford, Copacabana, and Avoca Beach, through to fighting for road upgrades right
across the region. In my capacity as Chair of the Governance and Finance Committee, | have been working with
staff to implement an overarching investment strategy to manage all of Council’s investment holdings. For every
dollar we can earn through our investment portfolio, it is a dollar that we do not have to take out of the pockets of
ratepayers to fund works and services.

As always, if | can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me via email
jared.wright@centralcoast.nsw.gov.au

| also post regular updates on my Facebook page, Councillor Jared Wright.

SAFETY ON THE ISLAND DURING SUMMER

Another Airbnb property has emerged on the Island, totalling nine short stay accommodations managed by
STAYZ. Three in Marina View Parade, and one each in Cuttlefish, Mainsail, Mercator, Salacia, and Helmsman.
The Duplex in Nautilus Crescent is under Accom which has now rebranded to Holiday Co. Recently an incident of
speeding and reckless driving was reported when a guest of Holiday Co in Nautilus Crescent was photographed,
having made a race circuit of Marina View, Nautilus, and Helmsman Boulevarde.

As residents we want to protect the serenity and comfort of our island home, so we advise all neighbours of short
stay accommodation premises to be vigilant to disruptive behaviour. In this regard we refer you to the website:
https://sthubertsisland.nsw.au/airbnb/ where information can be found regarding the laws governing short term
rentals.

If you are impacted by inconsiderate behaviour from an Airbnb guest, your first call is to the Police Assistance
Line 131 444 OR Woy Woy Police station (02) 4379 7399 which is open all hours.

Following that, a letter to Council with a copy to SHIRAsthubertsisland@outlook.com noting the address of the
property, the infringement and the date upon which the infringement occurred.

If you see any unacceptable or destructive behaviour, please act immediately. This includes, speeding,
destruction of the bridge fencing and jumping therefrom. Remember, as residents, we pay the rates to maintain
our island homes.

Your SHIRA Committee
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MAREE

DOBSON
Phone: 4369 0090
Mob: 0414 680 080

OPEN 5 DAYS

KINCUMBER POOLS
Plus

& Service & Maintenance
for all your pool needs

0O Best Service | Best Price |
i T-F: 9am to 5pm Spland\
Best AdVICe Sat: 9am to 1pm lsT HuBERTS
NEW ADDRESS: 6 Avoca Drive, Kincumber Email: info@kincumberpoolsplus.com.au

Support
this'

Island

Achieving Superior Results

Call Trina and Steve
0417 224 599

CENTRAL COAST
Qb ACENT

Trusted Island Specialist
Living here on beautiful St Huberts Island

Dimension One Glass Fencing

L8-* H

Scott Blackett

= Frameless Glass 0408 432 032

Pool Fencing

Office
4353 8216

=» Frameless Glass
Balustrades

Email: scott@dimensionlglass.com.au

% Aluminium Privacy

% Just a 10min drive from
Empire Bay/ MacMasters

Beach

Phone
4360 1355

* Catering for children age 3-6

Pretty Beach Community Pre School

Rated EXCEEDING National Quality Standards in all 7 Quality Areas.
ool Enroll NOW... OR for 2022

* Not for Profit Community
Based Pre School

* NSW Govt funded 2 Free
Days for 2022

Email: admin@prettybeachpreschool.com.au Web: prettybeachpreschool.com.au

IN

L'A'W BUILDING DESIGN

Anthony O’Brien
Personal Trainer

0466 303 700

n LAW Buildina Desian

NEW HOME OR RENOVATING
There is no better time than now

Multi Award Winning Building Designer & resident of St Huberts Island
Louise Williams
can tailor vour dream home
Call Louise on: 0418 667 781
or visit our Web Site: www.lawbuildingdesign.com.au
Special Discounts for St Huberts Island residents

& Private Gym Studio on the Island

& Body Shaper Program

L Group Fitness Classes

£ Online Nutrition

& Discount for Islanders

L& FREE Consultation
tony_obrien@ymail.com
tonypt.com.au

Support
this'
Island
Resident

PELOSI & ASSOCIATES

Property and Conveyancing, Wills and Estates,
Litigation, Family law

Call Justin on 9560 5044

Solicitors

@TheOutstandingNewYouPT

EMPIRE BAY
CELLARS

Empire Bay Cellars

Brokenwood Cricket Pitch
$12.50 per bottle in
any 6 bottle buy

Free Delivery

*min order 12 plus wines for free delivery
3 Sorrento Rd, Empire Bay
(02) 4369 3250

HANDYMAN

House repairs
45 Yrs Experience Fully Lic

e Carpentry

e Brickwork |
* Gyprock [
e Decking

¢ Cladding

e Landscaping

e New Ali Doors

Pensioner/Seniors Disc

0418 660 014

Ettalong Podiatry

Family and Sports Podiatry

f

www.ettalongpodiatry.com.au
2/19 Broken Bay Rd,

¢+ Health Fund Rebates
% EPC Care Plans

++ VVeterans 'Affairs
*}» Open Saturdays

LOCAL TAX
AGENT

TAXL T s

Vic Wilmot

All tax returns - individual, rental
properties, small business, small

companies, BAS & all other tax returns.

4360 2836

18 Killcare Road Killcare

MARINE CONSTRUCTIONS

0452 588 507

All your marine construction and
service requirements, including...
‘Wharf Construction & Repair
Marine Maintenance
Demolition

Sea Walls

Moorings

Slipways

Salvage

Piling

e. info@dmtmarine.com

AR s

Ettalong taxreturnscentralcoast.com.au w. dmtmarine.com
4344 4340 "M RALSTON Tax Agent Registration Number 82508003
Local Reliable Committee member David Creais is a

Airport Transportation

Whether you're coming or going to the Central
Coast, Sloan’s Airport Transport is ideal for your
airport or cruise transfers.
7 i
Experienced and friendly driver ,v“
Availability 24/7

- SLOAN'S

AIRPORT TRANSPORT

For Instant Quote or Booking, visit www.sloanstransport.com.au

practising solicitor who is able to
witness official documents, such as
statutory declarations, and to certify
copies of original documents. David
offers this as a free service to Island
residents.

Text David on 0419 169 889 to make
an appointment.

ABVE R

PLUMBING GASFITTER

Hot Water Services * Leaking Pipes-Taps-Toilets
Drainage Repair * Gas Services % Granny Flats
Gutters & Downpipes * Bathroom Renovations
Sewer Repair * Rain Water Tanks * New Builds

Bryce Verheyen

0448 481 994

Email: abvplumbing@email.com

FREE QUOTES
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Adam CROUCH mp

Raine&:Horne.

“We're your trusted local real estate agents, ready to
assist you with any of your real estate needs.

We're here to help you make the right moue.”
2 terrigal@parliament.nsw.gov.au OAdamCrouchMP @adamcrouchmp.com‘au

Tom Tregenl, Tindjren) Tregel, & Simm Fyre

Member for Terrigal

2250, Runded using pariamentary entbiments.

ed by Adam Crouch MF, Sheg 3 Fourain Plaza, 148-158 The Entrance Road, Erira N

Daniel Gretheid
6 Mainsail Avenue, St Huberts Island
Licenced Plumber, Drainer & Gasfitter
Over 25 years experience

All Ways Plumbing 0407267592
https://www.allwaysplumbing.com.au/

Maintenance Plumbing, New work, Renovations, Discounts for Pensioners

43417111 Seties

63 Helmsman Boulevard, St Huberts Island

That's why we're open 9 am - 12 noon every Saturday. 0 Pscv)nas.ls & Skm Cllmc - Gosford
w https://psoriasis-skin-clinic-gosford.com.au

Time and time again, we put our customers first.

www.bendigobank.com.au

So do your banking when it A 118
suits you, and experience the Bendigo Bank Limited

h Fountain Court, Bendigo
Bendigo way for yourself: VIC 3550

Bendigo Bank understands O
that life is busy enough

Itchy, red, weepy or flaky skin?

WlthOUttTa\:l:g ;0 rESh to 9:00am - 5:00pm Monday to ABN: 11 068 049 178
getto the bank. Friday, and 9:00am - 12 noon AFSL: 237879 Qi - iasis
That's why we’re open a on Sayturday. (bb27730v1 - 20/10/2006) Persistent eczema or psoriasis?
total of 9 hours longer per| @ For more information call in to Ettalong Beach T ked by over 40 " f earch & e« tio
week than most other 263-267 Oceanview Road, Community Bank® Branch
Ettalong Beach, or phone 4344 .
banks. 4206. 0 Bendigo Bank _
Contact Di Wallace at 0480 609 955

rancisest.
armeo2

powdy Nz OXE B VOLVO  rorgeenn

Servicing  vawman DIESEL JoHN DEERE

Akuna Bay FREE pick up/drop off for any St Hubert’s Island resident
Boatyard requiring a boat service or maintenance.

marine engineering slipway services shipwrights marine surveyors (02) 9450 2895

CROCODIL,

(ROCODIL}, A
o 20 | =

Support
this’
Island Isiand
Resident Resident
5t HuaERTS 100% PURE 1 HuBERS|
AUSTRALIAN CROCODILE OIL s ekt CROCODILE OIL & SOY CANDLES
Rich in Omega 3, 6. and g fatty acids. crocodile ol deeply hydrates the . .
Promotes Skin Healing skin, making it ideal for dry. cracked. or sensitive skin Our crocodile oil & soy candles
" X Australian Bush - Blood Orange - By The Sea - Daintree Rain - French Pea
It enhances collagen production and skin nt-aglng Powes don't just glow—they breathe AR fRnae LR %
ion. helbing to heal damaged skinand | ith high levels of vitamins A and E, plus antioxidants, crocodile oil helps gt o SR W . e AT
regeneration, Elp'!hg gf reduce wrinkles. fine lines, and signs of aging by boosting collagen and life into your space. Y
reduce the appearance o protecting against free radicals Lime & Coconut - Musk - Ocean Mist - Peony Rose & Powdery Musk
psoriasis, dermatitis & ezcema Antibacterial & Antifungal B I <o & Wild Lavender - Seamist & Waterlly - Sea Salt & Ocean Breeze
It has natural antimicrobial properties that help protect the skin from
infections and support faster healing of wounds and scar o Tranquil R etreat - Vanilla Bean - Velvet Peony - Vintage Vanilla Lace
www.crocodilia.com.au www.crocodilia.com.au
Where Luxury Meets Nature Where Luxury Meets Nature
0477 009 967 0477 009 967

Northshore e
Tr ave I IsT HugERTS

Resident
IST HURFRIS

Wendy G. Macfarlane
Executive Sales Advisor
FIRE SERVICES T: 02 9418 2546
E: wendy@northshoretravel.com.au
Shop 24, Gordon Village Arcade
767 Pacific Highway, Gordon NSW 2072

northshoretravel.com.au

' AAES +* Alatus

CRUISE UNES.
CLIK s
ASSOCIATION. INC.
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FISHOS CORNER

Well, spring has sprung and Brisbane Water is turning it on for us and the
offshore fishing is starting to fire up!

Inside fishing this time of year can be rewarding. Big high tides will push baitfish
up into the shallows to seek shelter and food. Surface lures are the biggest
standout now but diving hardbodies and lightly weighed soft plastics will also
work greatly. The Kingfish are still firing in the Rip Bridge area and Booker Bay,
and the beaches are working well. Australian salmon are still hanging around
while pesky rays are plentiful. Offshore the water is warming. Snapper are thick
around the reefs and fishos are bagging out on Blue Spot Flathead.

Today’s photo is of a nice Taylor caught on the Wagstaff side of Half Tide
Rocks caught by a member of Ettalong Hotel Fishing Club.

Ettalong Hotel Fishing Club and Ettalong Diggers Fishing Club are always looking for active fishos to join their clubs. For
further details contact Ken, Nev or Richard via the St Huberts Island website https://sthubertsisland.nsw.au/

Tight Lines Ken

ST HUBERTS ISLAND BOOK CLUB BO
Oy
Ly

WILD By Cheryl Strayed. Written in 2012 and based on a true story, it was eventually made into a ﬂﬂ: B
movie starring Reece Witherspoon. Cheryl, whose life was a mess of self-destruction, wanted to change

and had to find her pathway out. Four years after her mother’s death, and inspired by a comment her mother had made,
Cheryl embarked on a one-hundred-day challenge in 1995 to walk the Pacific Crest Trail extending from the Mexican border
in California to just beyond the Canadian border. Read this book to discover how Cheryl eventually discovered herself as
she appreciated the amazing and beautiful wilderness, endured environmental challenges and animal encounters. In the
wilderness there was neither escape nor denial, and no option to numb her feelings or fears which had to be faced head on.
My score - 7/10

Our members read and enjoyed the following books which were all different writing styles, covered
different themes, and generated great discussions. ac

Everything | Never Told You by Celeste Ng. A suspenseful book about a Chinese American family in a small town in Ohio
setin the 1970’s. It covered topics of dysfunction and miscommunications, and how family members struggle to understand
each other. Contentious issues in the 1970’s of race, sexuality, and homosexuality parental expectations on the children to
achieve more than they did. Also, the relationships parents have with their own parents even as adults, and the influence of
their own childhood and impact on their parenting skills. Finally, we see the impact on a teenager of being isolated at school
by race and bullying. My score - 8/10

The Boys from Biloxi by John Grisham. A multigenerational story (1948-1986) follows two Eastern European immigrant
families on the Gulf Coast's “Poor Man’s Riviera.” As gambling, bootlegging, and vice take over the region, the Malco family
drifts into organized crime as part of the “Dixie Mafia,” while the Rudy family rises through law enforcement and public office
to fight corruption. Childhood friends Hugh Malco and Keith Rudy grow apart as they follow their families’ opposing paths.
After Hurricane Camille, the Rudy law firm battles insurance fraud on behalf of local residents. When District Attorney Jess
Rudy is allegedly murdered by Hugh, the conflict culminates in a battle over execution, clemency, and the verdict Keith must
deliver to his former best friend. My score - 7/10

There are a few spaces available in our gatherings on the first Friday M ER.RY
evening of each month. If you are interested in joining the Book Club,

contact Carolynne Mucharsky on 0404238884 to find out more. 2

Reviews from Sandra Hall. Happy Reading! EETRE
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